
  



 2 

I. Table of Contents 
 

I. Table of Contents 
II. Introduction 

• Committee 
• Topic 

III. Definitions of Key Terms 
IV. History of the Topic 
V. Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

VI. Major Countries Involved 
VII. Questions a Resolution must answer 

VIII. Possible Considerations for the Future  
IX. Conclusion 
X. Bibliography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Topic: Adressing the need for denuclearasation 
 
Chairs: Alina Gonzalez and Magdalena Burghart 
 
Position: Chairs 
 
 
 
II. Introduction 

 
Committee 
The UN General Assembly (UNGA) is the main policy-making organ of the Organization. 
Comprising all Member States, it provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion of the 
full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter of the United Nations. Each of 
the 193 Member States of the United Nations has an equal vote. It is the arm of the UN 
dedicated to discussion and policymaking. The General Assembly meets from September to 
December each year, and as needed following the New Year. 
 
Topic 
On the 6th and 9th of August of 1945, the US detonated two atomic bombs over the Japanese 
cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki. A total of between 129.000 – 226.000 civilians died. Up to 
this day, this is the only use of nuclear weapons in a war. Since then, denuclearization has 
been a heated debate topic. The ICAN (international campaign to abolish nuclear weapons), 
winners of the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize is the biggest organization in favour of 
denuclearization. Furthermore, in 2017 the UN published a treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons, which was signed by 122 countries. All of the major world powers, such 
as Russia, the US or China possess nuclear weapons. They state that this is the reason that has 
kept them from going to war with each other, mostly for the fear of what the others might do. 
In the present, there are two conflicts involving nuclear weapons in different countries. On 
the 4th of October of 2022, North Korea launched two ballistic missiles over Japan. They 
were testing a new nuclear hydrogen bomb that is being developed in their country. And 
Russia’s president Vladimir Putin has threatened to use nuclear arms, should Russia feel 
endangered by the NATO and „the West“.  
 
 
 
III. Definitions of Key Terms 
 
Atomic bomb or a-bomb 
An incendiary device that derives its power from fissionable materials: uranium and/or 
plutonium. 
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CND 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament: a British activist group whose goal would be to try and 
convince every nuclear-weapons states to abandon those. 
 
Cruise missile  
A computer-controlled nuclear missile capable of traveling really quite lengthy journeys 
 
Dismantlement 
Tearing down a type of weapon into its core elements.  
 
Early warning  
Referring to a defence mechanism known as an early warning mechanism that warns of a 
nuclear attack from another nation and commences necessary arrangements to counter it 
 
Fallout 
The hazardous particles which descend to the ground as a result of a nuclear explosion 
 
Fallout shelter  
A structure beneath the surface to which individuals can flee to in the event of a nuclear 
attack 
 
First strike 
A strike with nuclear weapons aimed at eliminating an adversary's nuclear weapons 
 
First use 
Very first-time nuclear weaponry were used in a disagreement. ("No first use" refers to a 
government's vow not to be the one to utilize weapon systems in some kind of a dispute.) 
 
Fissile material 
Nuclear matter, including enhanced Uranium and Plutonium, is used in the production of 
nuclear weapons. 
 
Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT) 
As a result, the known fissile material cut-off treaty (FMCT) is an intergovernmental 
understanding that would outlaw the development of the two core parts of nuclear weapons: 
highly enriched uranium (HEU) but also plutonium. 
 
Full-scope safeguards 
The International Atomic Energy Agency imposes standard guidelines on nuclear facilities, 
which include the use of sensing devices, safety checks, and financial accounting, to 
guarantee that nuclear materials are used solely for humanitarian purposes. 
 



 5 

 
H-bomb  
Another name for a hydrogen bomb which is a type of nuclear weapon. 
 
Highly enriched uranium (HEU) 
Uranium which has been greatly enhanced from the naturally present 0.7 percent to more 
than 20% Uranium-235 isotope. Armaments material is typically enriched to at least 90% 
Uranium-235. 
 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) 
A reciprocal pact which was signed in 1987 between both the US and the Soviet Union 
requiring the dismantling of ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with variations 
ranging from 500 to 5,500 kilometres, as well as their weapon systems and affiliated 
supporting facilities and tools. So, when Soviets disintegrated in 1991, the United States 
ensured that the settlement together with the 12 ex-Soviet republics was maintained. 
 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
A non-governmental independent body associated with the United Nations which promotes 
the protected, safeguard, and peaceable application of nuclear science and technology. It had 
been founded as an autonomous body in 1957 and has since evolved into the main instrument 
for validating and locating noncompliance mostly with 
the safeguards commitments mandated by Article 3 of the Nuclear Non- Proliferation Treaty. 
 
Negative Security Assurance (NSA) 
A decision taken by one country not to employ or try to intimidate to be using nuclear 
weapons against one another. 
 
Nuclear-Free Zones (NFZs) 
Mutually agreed-upon regions where the growth, testing, manufacturing, or mobilization of 
nuclear weapons is outlawed. The Antarctic Treaty (1959), the Outer Space Treaty (1967), 
the Treaty of Tlatelolco (Latin America, 1968), the Seabed Treaty (1971), the Rarotonga 
Treaty (South Pacific, 1995), and the Pelindaba Treaty (Africa, 1996), are all treaty 
obligations that established nuclear-free areas. 
 
Nuclear Proliferation 
The transfer of nuclear weapons-related elements, innovation, or knowledge and experience 
to countries or organizations that do not already have a capacity. 
 
On-Site Inspections 
Teams of experts visiting stakeholders to a peace accord to check that the terms of the treaty 
are being followed. Safety checks typically occur at various stages of a treaty's execution, and 
they could involve looking over how forces have been utilized or looking at the tools and 
infrastructure that are specific to a given agreement. 
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Trident 
A submarine-launched nuclear missile 
 
Weapons of mass destruction 
Nuclear weapons, chemical weapons, and biological weapons are examples of firearms which 
could cause enormous devastation. They have been typically called WMD. 
 
 
 
IV. History of the Topic 

 
Discovery 
Nine months before the beginning of the world changing the Second World War, nuclear 
fission (the reaction in an atom that is needed in order to create nuclear weapons) was 
accidentally discovered by German scientists. Once fission was encountered, "within perhaps 
a week there was on the blackboard in Robert Oppenheimer's office (at Berkeley) a 
drawing—a very bad, an execrable drawing—of a bomb," recalled adolescent Berkeley 
doctoral candidate Philip Morrison.  
 
The Manhattan Project 
On August 13, 1942, the Manhattan Project was formally established and given the atomic 
weapon task. With President Harry Truman's permission, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson 
founded the Interim Committee in May of 1945 to make suggestions regarding the use of the 
bomb during WWII as well as the post war period organization of atomic power. The board's 
Scientific Committee would produce a report suggesting the deployment of the nuclear 
device against Japan. The atomic era authoritatively commenced on July 16, 1945, when the 
world's very first atomic bomb was evaluated under the observation of the famous scientist, J. 
Robert Oppenheimer also known as the "father of the atomic bomb". 
 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombings 
At the headquarters of the Manhattan Project, researchers had developed two versions of 
atomic bombs by the end of the Second World War. 
Version 1: the uranium-based design called "Little Boy" 
Version 2: the plutonium-based design called "the Fat Man" 
Whereas the European war concluded in April, battle raged in the Pacific between Japan and 
the US. With the Potsdam Declaration, President Harry Truman called for Japan's surrender 
by the end of July. If Japan didn't withdraw, the manifesto vowed "prompt and utter 
destruction.". On August 6, 1945, the United States decided to drop its very first ever atomic 
bomb over Hiroshima, Japan, from a B-29 bomber plane termed the Enola Gay. The "Little 
Boy" escalated with approximately 13 kilotons of power, levelling five sq. miles of the area 
and immediately killing 80,000 people. Tens of thousands more would perish as a result of 
exposure to radiation. Succeeding the "Little Boy" massacre, the Japanese were still 
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unwilling to surrender. Therefore, the United States lowered a second atomic bomb on 
Nagasaki just three days after the Hiroshima disaster. By the time of the immediate collision, 
the "Fat Man" killed approximately 40,000 people. Japanese Emperor Hirohito declared his 
nation's surrender on August 15, 1945, recognizing the destructive potential of "a new and 
most cruel bomb," effectively ending the Second World War. 
 
The Cold War – nuclear arms race 
In the first years after WWII, the USA was the only nation possessing nuclear weapons. 
Ultimately, the Soviet forces were lacking the skills and natural resources needed to construct 
nuclear warheads. Within a matter of years, however, the USSR acquired building plans for a 
fission-style bomb as well as regional sources of nuclear fuel in Eastern Europe. The Soviets 
conducted their first nuclear test on August 29, 1949. In response, The US initiated a program 
in 1950 to establish more innovative full nuclear firearms. The Cold War arms race had 
officially started, and nuclear testing and investigations had become an essential part of post 
war politics. The ever-present threat of nuclear obliteration had a significant impact on a 
global level.  Apart from the nuclear arms race, another arena for Cold War competitive 
rivalry was the complete exploration of space, the Space Race.  
 
The Cuban Missile Crisis 
The Cuban Missile Crisis began with an American U-2 spy plane secretly filming nuclear 
missile bases being reassembled by the Soviet Union on the Cuban peninsula in October 
1962. After intensive talks to his advisors, US President John F. Kennedy agreed to create a 
naval blockade, or circle of ships, around Cuba in response. The primary objective of such 
"lockdown," as he labelled it, was to help stop the USSR from bringing in more military 
equipment. He insisted on the demolition of existing missile systems and launch facilities. 
U.S. President John F. Kennedy and Khrushchev exchanged messages about the event. They 
both made promises to ensure nuclear war could be avoided. Khrushchev agreed to remove 
the missiles, and Kennedy agreed that the United States would never invade Cuba. Kennedy 
also promised to withdraw the missiles the United States had stationed in Turkey in previous 
years. Both powers began fulfilling their promises, and the crisis was over by late November 
1962. President John F. Kennedy informed Americans in June 1963, in vocabulary really 
quite dissimilar from his inauguration speech, "For, in the final analysis, our most basic 
common link is that we all inhabit this small planet. We all breathe the same air. We all 
cherish our children's future. And we are all mortal." 
 
Illegal Nuclear Weapon States 
Several nations declined to sign the Nuclear non - proliferation treaty because they 
considered a nuclear arsenal necessary for their own defence.. In 1974, India became the very 
first nation beyond the NPT to conduct a nuclear test. Pakistan, Israel, and South Sudan are 
also non-signatories to the NTP. Pakistan is renowned to have a nuclear weapons program. 
Israel is generally assumed to have nuclear weapons, albeit the country has never formally 
recognized the presence of such a program. South Sudan really isn't recognized or suspected 
of having nuclear armoury. 
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Fracas Missile Shield 
In 2007, the United States develops a plan to position anti-missile interceptors inside the 
Czech Republic and Poland, that action further irritates Moscow. The operation, according to 
Washington DC, is designed to protect from possible future Iranian and North Korean 
attacks.  
 
The 2014 Ukraine Crisis (up to now) 
Following the removal of the pro-Russian head of state from office inside the ex Soviet 
Republic, Russian security personnel infiltrate Crimea, a Russian speaking region of Ukraine. 
Russia's attack on and resulting invasion and occupation of Crimea breaches prior promises 
to acknowledge Ukraine's territorial sovereignty, as well as international law, raising concern 
as to its promises to arms control. Western forces have strongly criticised the aggressive 
behaviour and imposed economic sanctions. Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022, President Putin has threatened the west on several occasions to make use of 
nuclear weapons should the west not stop delivering weapons to Ukraine or invade Russian 
territory (including the recently annexed territories). 
 
Iran nuclear arms deal 2015 
In July 2015, the permanent five members of the U.N. Security Council (Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the United States, plus Germany) agreed with Iran on a landmark deal to 
prevent Tehran from building a nuclear bomb. In exchange, certain international sanctions 
that had been in place against Iran for years were lifted and Iran opened up economically. 
However, in 2018 President Trump claimed that Iran was not complying and therefore 
reimposed sanctions, effectively terminating the agreement. 

 
 

V. Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): 
In 1968, the U.S. and the USSR negotiated a global consensus to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons. The five members known to have nuclear weapons at that time: the USA, 
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France, and China. 
In 1970, the treaty created a division of the world into two classes: nuclear weapon states and 
non-nuclear weapon states. Nuclear weapon nations agreed to refrain from the usage of 
nuclear weapons or to assist non-nuclear nations in acquiring nuclear weapons, in accordance 
with the treaty, with the ultimate goal of total denuclearization. Once the Soviet Union fell 
apart during the early 1990s, vast numbers of nuclear weapons remained sprinkled 
throughout all Eastern Europe and Central Asia. The majority of these armaments were 
discovered in Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine. Those firearms were turned off and brought 
back to Russia. 
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Détente 
During the late 1960s and early 1970s, an optimistic era of nuclear arms control begins, most 
notably through the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, or SALT.  
 
,Zero Option': START and the Pershing II 
Ronald Reagan proposes to the USSR a so-called zero option, under which all Soviet and 
American advanced nuclear missiles would be eliminated. Reagan suggested the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty, or START, which seeks significant reductions in the number of 
warheads and cargo haulers. However, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
commences to implement enhanced Pershing missile systems designed to hit objectives in 
Russia, Soviet fears grow and big anti-nuclear protest movements erupt in European NATO 
states. 
 
Reykjavik Summit 
Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union and US President Reagan met in Iceland in 1986, 
where the two presidents almost agreed to phase out nuclear weapons (Those heads of state 
previously discussed nuclear disarmament in Geneva, declaring that "a nuclear war can 
hardly be won and should never be battled."). The talks failed near the end of the meeting. 
However, the progress that had been made eventually led to the 1987 Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty between the two countries. 
 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
Gorbachev and Reagan sign the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, consenting 
to completely eradicate their medium range nuclear missile armaments by the year of 1991. 
This marks the first consensus to minimize nuclear weapons and it includes detailed checking 
methods to look after a country's nuclear weaponry. 

 In 2012 the United States complained about Russian treaty violations. The two systems that 
appear to be violations are the R-500, a cruise missile using the 9K720 Iskander launcher, 
and a short ranged ICBM. 

In July 2014, the United States formally notified Russia of the breach, while Russian officials 
called the treaty unsuitable for Russia and unfair because other countries in Asia had such 
weapons. Russia later attacked the United States by calling American drones a "violation of 
the treaty". 

 
The ending of the Cold War and the signing of START 
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989, US- Soviet denuclearization 
discussions accelerated. US President George H.W. and Gorbachev pass the START pact in 
July 1991. The accord is a great achievement since both sides proclaim to decrease their 
military capabilities from over 10,000 strategic nuclear warheads in 1990 to well under 6,000 
by 2009. 
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A treaty on Open Skies and the Disarmament of Ex-Soviet Republics 
In March 1992, the United States, post-independence Russia, and 25 other nations sign the 
Treaty on Open Skies, which allows members to conduct scheduled reconnaissance flights 
over the territory of another. Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine commit the self-governing 
nations to having to hand over their ex Soviet nuclear arsenals to Russia but also participating 
in the NPT as non-nuclear-weapons jurisdictions. The US adds millions and millions of 
dollars towards the denuclearization procedure throughout its Cooperative Threat Reduction 
and management program. The transmission of firearms is anticipated to be finished by the 
end of the 90s. 
 
Missile Defence and the SORT 
The Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT), even widely recognized as just the 
Moscow Treaty, is signed by President Bush and Russian President Vladimir Putin in May 
2002, it commits both countries to substantially reducing the amount of nuclear warheads in 
less then ten years. Asserting that it hinders American initiatives to advance missile defence 
systems against terrorists and furthermore rogue regimes like Iran and North Korea, President 
Bush announces the withdrawal of the United States from said ABM in June 2002. Russia is 
outraged by the action and is growing increasingly concerned about American foreign policy 
in the wake of  9/11. 
 
President Obama's ‘Reset’ 
President Barack Obama hopes to transform the way the United States engages. In addition to 
promising to renegotiate strategic weapons cutbacks with Moscow, he asserts that the USA 
has a "moral obligation" to break new ground in nuclear disarmament and to reset ties 
between the US and Russia so that the two countries can concentrate on issues such as 
nuclear nonproliferation, combating terrorism, and economic issues. Shortly afterward that 
same year, Obama unveils that the US will modify its Europe-based missile defence system, 
abandoning the proposal to construct bases in the Czech Republic and Poland. 
 
New START 
In accordance with the New START agreement, Moscow and Washington consent to further 
reduce their tactical offensive armaments. The plan reduces the number of deployed 
warheads by 30% but also lowers the caps on the number of equipped and undeployed 
intercontinental missile weapon systems, submarine ballistic guided missiles, and combat 
aircrafts fitted with nuclear weapons.  
 
UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 2017 
A comprehensive binding set of regulations prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons in conflict 
based on resolution 71/258 as well as resolution 67/56 
 
US backs out of the INF Treaty 
The midrange, ground-launched nuclear missile treaty dating from the Cold War was 
terminated by the Trump administration in 2019. Russia followed the day after Trump 
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declared to pull out of the treaty. This followed Russia’s consistent rejection of American 
allegations that it tested and also used cruise missiles which were  forbidden by the 
agreement. 
 
Open Skies treaty in danger 
The United States retracts from that of the Open Skies Treaty in November 
2020. The Trump administration uses Russia's alleged year-long abuse of the treaty as its 
justification. The U.S. withdrawal from the treaty has lead to criticism by numerous NATO 
members. 
 
 
 
VI. Major Countries Involved 
 
NATO member nuclear weapons sharing states 
 
Belgium 
Belgium possesses about 15-20 B61 nuclear bombs that were deployed in Europe by the US. 
It doesn’t support the Treaty on the Prohibition of nuclear weapons (TPNW) as it believes 
that as long as nuclear weapons exist, the NATO will be a nuclear alliance, even though 77% 
of the Belgians want their government to sign the treaty. Furthermore, one of Belgiums 
biggest and most powerful banks announced that it won’t be investing in nuclear arms 
anymore. 
 
Germany  
Germany would be technically capable to produce nuclear weapons, but it has not done so 
since WW2. Although Germany itself does not produce nuclear weapons, it is one of the five 
European states that are part of the NATO nuclear weapons sharing arrangement with the US. 
Germany possesses more or less 15-20 nuclear arms. Two of Germanys biggest political 
parties, the SPD and die Grünen, demanded on their election platforms for the US bombs to 
be removed from Germany. Moreover, they want Germany to join the TPNW as an observer, 
which in the end they achieved. 
 
Italy  
Italy stores about 40 nuclear weapons for the US. It has refused to sign the TPNW and it’s the 
only state that has two NATO nuclear bases in its country. Italy would be open to consider 
the Zero Option in denuclearization, which is the gradual reduction of nuclear weapons. 
 
Turkey 
Turkey has approximately 50 nuclear weapons from the US. Turkey signed the 1996 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, that bans all nuclear test explosions. Although it’s part of 
the 5 European countries that form part of the nuclear sharing arrangement, it does not train 
its pilots to fly nuclear missions and doesn’t possess the necessary aircraft to deliver the 



 12 

weapons. Erdogan said during his speech at the UN General Assembly that „the positions of 
nuclear power should either be forbidden for all or permissible for everyone “. 
 
The Netherlands 
Netherlands has more or less 20 nuclear bombs. Most citizens want to remove the US’s 
nuclear weapons and urge the government to sign the Treaty to Prohibition of nuclear 
weapons. Only 7% of the population support the governments opinion on the ban of the 
TPNW. 
 
States formerly possessing nuclear weapons 
 
Belarus  
After the fall of the Soviet Union, Belarus had 81 single warhead missiles in 1991. These 
were all transferred to Russia in 1996. In May 1992, Belarus signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Belarus is not part of the Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR), although it has been considered for membership in past years. Since it is aligned 
with Russia against Ukraine and also considered an authoritarian undemocratic regime, it is 
not considered a reliable partner for the west. 
 
Ukraine 
Ukraine never possessed operational control of nuclear weapons and they were transferred to 
Russia in 1994, under an agreement in exchange for security assurances. Ukraine has accused 
Russia of violating this agreement first in 2014 because of Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
lastly in 2022 with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Another growing problem have been 
Vladimir Putin’s threats to use nuclear weapons in the Ukraine-Russia conflict in order to 
deter the west from providing the Ukraine with weapons. 
 
Iran 
Iran started a nuclear program in the 1950s with the help of the US, which supported the 
regime (the Shah) and needed an ally in the Middle East. In 1970 Iran signed the Non 
Proliferation Treaty, agreeing to regular inspections. After the revolution in 1979 the 
government continued the nuclear program in secret, in the 2000s it became clear that Iran 
did not comply with the NPT and the UN security council stepped in, demanding it stop the 
enrichment program. The 2015 nuclear arms deal brought temporary relief, but recently there 
seems to be reason for concern as Iran keeps developing its nuclear technology. 
 
World powers 
 
North Korea 
North Korea agreed to sign the NPT peace agreement at first, however it publicly stated its 
pull-out in 2003. North Korea has unreservedly evaluated nuclear weapons as of 2006, 
pulling severe penalties from a variety of nations and international organizations. In 2017, 
North Korea conducted two long-range interplanetary ballistic missile tests, one of which was 
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supposedly more than able to strike the US mainland. North Korea alleged in September 
2017 that the country had examined a hydrogen bomb small enough to be placed on top of an 
intercontinental ballistic weapon.  
 
The United States 
The US were the first and until now only country to use nuclear weapons on civilians, in the 
Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In 2019, the US had an arsenal of about 3,800 
nuclear weapons, from which 1,750 are deployed. 400 land-based missiles are kept on hair-
trigger alert, meaning they’re maintained in a ready-for-launch status. The weapons are 
deployed in submarines and silos across the western US. The US president has sole authority 
to launch nuclear weapons. It’s also US policy that nuclear weapons can be used first in a 
non-nuclear conflict with a nuclear-armed state. The United States has not yet signed or 
ratified the Treaty on the Prohibition of nuclear weapons. 
 
The Russian Federation 
Russia has about 5,977 nuclear weapons and has openly stated that they will use them if they 
continue to feel threatened by the NATO and other countries. In 2021, Russia spent an 
estimated US$8.6 billion to build and maintain its nuclear forces. Russia has not yet signed or 
ratified the TPNW and seems to be strictly against it. Russia states that it is impossible to 
achieve the goal of eliminating nuclear weapons with the TPNW because it is based on 
arrogant and unilateral methods. 
 
The People’s Republic of China 
China has approximately 350 nuclear weapons and spent US$11.7 billion to build and 
maintain its nuclear forces in 2021. It has not signed or ratified the TPNW and abstained 
from participating in its negotiation in New York in 2017. China also claims that countries 
that vote in favour of the TPNW should seriously reflect on its effects on international peace 
and security. This means that the PRC thinks that nuclear weapons are the key to maintaining 
world peace nowadays. 
 
 
 

VII. Questions a Resolution must answer 
 
What can we do to prevent further expansion of nuclear arsenals? 
 
How to effectively control development and research into nuclear weapons 
 
How to end Russia’s political isolation and start peace talks to avoid nuclear threats? 
 
Possible agreement with North Korea in order to establish nuclear disarmament – incentives 
and sanctions? 



 14 

How to convince Russia (North Korea, China, Iran) to trust western assurances that it does 
not pose a nuclear threat?  
 
How will countries with nuclear arsenal be held accountable for their actions? Possible 
sanctions… 
 
 
 

VIII. Possible considerations for the future 
 
Could the events of the Cold War affect the present? 
Tightly connected to a traditional security tactic, nuclear strategy has remained an essential 
part of international competition since the start of the Cold War. Its basic strategy is to create 
a sufficient deterrent by using the threat of nuclear war. Nuclear deterrence and treaties were 
extended to certain other nations in order to convince them not to develop nuclear weapons. 
Noticeably, despite the fact that more than a half-dozen countries (including Australia, Japan, 
South Korea, and South Africa) began initiatives, only China, Israel, Pakistan, and India 
developed nuclear weapons during the Cold War. Nuclear powers changed their attention in 
the post-Cold War era to handling their nuclear forces. The biggest problem was trying to 
deal with proliferation through propaganda campaigns, such as preventing countries or non-
state participants from acquiring missile technology, equipment, or ready arms. 
 
Will Russia make use of their nuclear weapons in the war against Ukraine? 
The assumption is that if Russia would be using their nuclear weapons, it would do so in a 
strike on Ukraine instead of against a NATO member, which would activate Article 5 of the 
Washington Treaty and initiate a comprehensive NATO reaction. Short-range, low-yield 
'battlefield' nuclear weapons, of which Russia is considered to own more than 1000, , are 
believed to be the most probable to be deployed in such an airstrike. It'd be necessary to 
remove a few from stockpiling and attach them to missile launchers, put them in bombers, or 
use them as shells in artillery. Nevertheless, there is a growing consensus that such nuclear 
threats might refer to longer-range, higher yield nuclear weapons, to not only affect the 
Ukraine but also NATO. Putin accused the NATO of nuclear extortion in his statement on 
September 21. The bombardments of the nuclear power plant in Zaporizhzhya raises further 
concern. 
 
How does nuclear power matter in a conflict between nations? 
The development of nuclear weapons and the construction of civil nuclear power plants fall 
into different categories, and the third pillar of the NPT encourages the utilization of nuclear 
energy for humanitarian purposes. Despite the fact that some nations see the manufacturing 
of civil nuclear energy as a danger, there are many ways to check a nation's condition, 
including international regulatory regimes and protections from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Ukraine has 15 nuclear reactors located across the country, and the nation 
relies on nuclear power for 50 percent of its energy requirements; its power generation is 
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made up of nuclear (54%), coal (29%), natural gas (8%), hydro (5%), solar (2%), and wind 
(one per cent). However, across the whole of Russia's 2022 war against Ukraine, Russian 
troops attempted to conquer nuclear power plants and aimed at them in an effort to shut off 
generating capacity and disallow Ukraine needed energy. As a result, there is now a greater 
risk of a civil nuclear accident similar to the Fukushima nuclear meltdown tragedy in 2011 as 
well as remembrances of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, that scattered radioactive debris 
across Europe. 
 
Is Nuclear Deterrence an issue or is it merely strategy? 
Nuclear deterrence is a method used by nations to accomplish particular objectives. As a 
result, it is vulnerable to shifting tactical factors and worldwide situations. In its broadest 
sense, deterrence refers to the process of affecting a decision maker by threatening to use 
force against them. This can be done either by threatening retaliation (deterrence by 
punishment) or by rejecting the enemy's goals (deterrence by denial), or even by doing both. 
Once nations threaten to use firearms of solid and uncontrollable devastating capabilities 
weapons—on a magnitude that might lead to devastating worldwide death and destruction, 
they depend heavily on nuclear deterrence. According to Frank Gavin,  “several brought into 
question yet if the advantages of nuclear deterrence were good enough to justify the 
frightening danger that nuclear weapons might be deployed, either purposefully or by 
mishap”.  
There are influential schools of thought on nuclear weapons as a result of debates over the 
effectiveness and ethics of nuclear deterrence theory. The first theory argues that it was 
recommended that America should work to keep its leading position and get ready for nuclear 
combat. The second promoted a much more guarded nuclear stance along with bilateral and 
multilateral agreements to limit potentially hazardous nuclear rivalries. In light of human 
frailty and the drastic consequences of nuclear weapons, the third argument called for full 
nuclear disarmament. Nuclear deterrence provided a path through the cold war, although it 
was unsatisfying and at the very least questionable. Although terrifying and dangerous, many 
policymakers and academics believe that nuclear deterrence had some favourable impacts in 
reducing the likelihood of war during the Cold War. 
 
 
 
IX. Conclusion 
 
Nuclear weapons have been in our lives since WWII, so for almost 80 years and ever since, 
they have been used as a way of threatening other countries in disputes. The most recent one 
has been Russia’s president Vladimir Putin threatening many European countries with using 
nuclear weapons in the Ukraine-Russia conflict. Although many countries have signed the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), there are still some countries that 
oppose to it. The problem is that the opposing countries are the ones that have nuclear 
weapons, and they are completely against dismantling them. The world powers and rogue 
states like North Korea, Russia, Iran, China and the US argue that these arms are the main 
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reason there hasn´t been a WWIII. Nevertheless, considering Russia's growing threats and 
North Korea testing new missiles, there is a high chance that at some point nuclear weapons 
will be used in a conflict and there’ll be a nuclear war in a not very distant future if we don’t 
take measures soon. That’s why all members states must collaborate and take action to solve 
the issue of denuclearization as soon as possible.   
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